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• In 2000, $5.7 billion in workers’ compensation benefits were disbursed across Canada to

compensate injured workers and to provide them with health-care treatment and rehabilitation.

• The majority of the benefits paid were wage-loss compensation, which includes long- and
short-term disability ($3.9 billion).

• Payments for medical and rehabilitation services provided to injured workers totalled $1.2 billion.

• The Canadian labour force comprises approximately 14.9 million people. About 80 per cent of those
workers (11.9 million) are covered by workers’ compensation if they are injured on the job. This means
that about 3 million workers are not covered.

• Between provinces, the proportion of the labour force covered by workers’ compensation, ranges
from a low of 67.1 per cent in Nova Scotia to a high of 96.7 per cent in Newfoundland. In Ontario, 68.9
per cent of the labour force is covered.

• The average benefit cost per insured employee ranged from a low of $332.73 in New Brunswick to a
high of $578.86 in Ontario. The Canadian average was $475.61. These provincial differences are
partially explained by differences between provinces in wage levels, differing employment mixes
across industrial sectors, and differences in the existence and the levels of additional premiums to
cover future liabilities. Please see page 3 of this document to view the full breakdown of benefits
paid by province.

The facts on compensation benefits
paid across Canada-2000

*It is important to note that the definitions of short- and long-term disability benefits may vary slightly in other provinces. In Ontario, long-term dis-
ability benefits are payments to workers who have a permanent impairment as a result of a workplace injury or who are still off work one year
after their injury.

**In Ontario, short- term disability benefits are those paid to a worker up to one year following their injury.

†See note 6 in table (page 3 of this document)



Where the data came from

The data for this briefing were compiled by Roman Dolinschi, Institute for Work & Health. The data were drawn
from the Association of Workers' Compensation Boards of Canada Key Statistical Measures-2001 and the 2001
financial statements from ten of the provincial workers' compensation boards. While data on total benefits paid
have been presented in the past, the data here break down the compensation benefits paid into their various
components-wage-loss compensation, medical and rehabilitation services, and other (including survivor benefits
and province-specific programs such as Ontario's Labour Market Re-entry Program). 

Caution must be exercised when interpreting these data. Each Board has its own set of operating procedures
and the acts and regulations governing compensation are not identical. Therefore definitions of benefits pay-
ments may differ, payments may be allocated into different categories, and the types of businesses covered by
WCBs may vary from province to province.

It is also important to note that the benefits reported here are those paid in 2001 for current and previous
injuries. They are not "total costs" for injuries that year, which would include current and future costs of injury.
Those costs can be found in the AWCBC annual report. In addition, administrative expenses associated with
processing claims are not included in the totals presented. The findings of this IWH briefing do not necessarily
reflect the views of the AWCBC or any of its member Workers' Compensation Boards or Commissions.

Related Institute research

Campolieti M, Lavis JN. Disability expenditures in Canada, 1970-1994: trends, reform efforts and a path for the
future. Canadian Public Policy 2000; XXVI(2):241-264.

The Institute has a number of experts who can discuss work-related health and disability issues. Contact Kathy
Knowles Chapeskie (kchapeskie@iwh.on.ca) at 416-927-2027, ext. 2115 for more information.

The Institute for Work & Health is an independent, not-for-profit organization whose mission is to research and
promote new ways to prevent workplace disability, improve treatment, and optimize recovery and safe return to
work. The Institute has been providing research and evidence-based, practical tools for clinicians, policy-makers,
employees and managers since 1990. It operates with the support of the Ontario Workplace Safety & Insurance
Board.



W
or

ke
rs

 C
om

pe
ns

at
io

n 
B

en
ef

its
 P

ai
d 

fo
r 

th
e 

Y
ea

r 
20

00
 ($

m
ill

io
ns

)

B
C

1
A

lta
2

Sa
sk

3
M

an
4

O
nt

5
Q

ue
6

N
B

7
N

S8
PE

I9
N

fld
10

T
ot

al

W
ag

e-
L

os
s C

om
pe

ns
at

io
n

Lo
ng

-te
rm

 d
is

ab
ili

ty
26

7
93

32
41

1,
33

4
19

2
24

53
8

32
2,

07
7

Sh
or

t-t
er

m
 d

is
ab

ili
ty

31
5

18
9

49
45

41
8

0
34

30
5

37
1,

12
2

In
co

m
e-

re
pl

ac
em

en
t (

PQ
)

73
3

73
3

To
ta

l W
ag

e-
Lo

ss
 C

om
pe

ns
at

io
n

58
2

28
2

81
86

1,
75

2
92

5
58

83
13

69
3,

93
2

M
ed

ic
al

 a
nd

 R
eh

ab
ili

ta
tio

n
H

ea
lth

 c
ar

e
21

6
12

9
37

28
30

0
23

8
28

24
5

29
1,

03
4

R
eh

ab
ili

ta
tio

n
85

26
9

3
0

44
0

2
1

3
17

1
To

ta
l M

ed
ic

al
 a

nd
 R

eh
ab

ili
ta

tio
n

30
1

15
5

46
31

30
0

28
2

28
26

6
32

1,
20

5

O
th

er
Su

rv
iv

or
 b

en
ef

its
56

72
10

15
12

7
39

8
14

0
7

34
7

La
bo

ur
 m

ar
ke

t r
e-

en
try

 (O
N

T)
16

3
16

3
Ec

on
om

ic
 a

nd
 so

ci
al

 st
ab

ili
za

tio
n 

(P
Q

)
15

15
To

ta
l C

om
pe

ns
at

io
n 

B
en

ef
its

 P
ai

d 
($

m
ill

io
ns

)
93

8
51

0
13

8
13

3
2,

34
2

1,
26

1
95

12
4

19
10

7
5,

66
6

A
ve

ra
ge

 p
re

m
iu

m
 ra

te
 p

er
 $

10
0 

of
 p

ay
ro

ll11
1.

75
1.

12
1.

73
1.

46
2.

29
2.

07
1.

6
2.

55
1.

98
3.

24

20
00

 e
m

pl
oy

ed
 la

bo
ur

 fo
rc

e 
pa

rti
ci

pa
nt

s (
th

ou
sa

nd
s)

12
1,

94
9.

10
1,

58
8.

20
48

5
55

4.
4

5,
87

2.
10

3,
43

7.
70

33
4.

4
41

9.
5

64
.5

20
4.

6
14

,9
09

.5
0

Pe
rc

en
t o

f w
or

kf
or

ce
 c

ov
er

ed
 (A

W
C

B
C

)11
 1

3
93

.9
76

.5
77

.7
70

68
.9

94
.2

85
67

.1
85

.8
96

.7
79

.9
N

um
be

r o
f e

m
pl

oy
ee

s c
ov

er
ed

 (t
ho

us
an

ds
)

1,
83

0.
20

1,
21

5
37

6.
8

38
8.

1
4,

04
5.

90
3,

23
8.

30
28

4.
2

28
1.

5
55

.3
19

7.
8

11
,9

13
.2

0
B

en
ef

its
 p

ai
d 

pe
r c

ov
er

ed
 e

m
pl

oy
ee

51
2.

61
41

9.
84

36
5.

61
34

1.
6

57
8.

86
38

9.
49

33
2.

73
44

0.
34

34
3.

29
53

9
47

5.
61

*n
ot

e:
 so

m
e 

to
ta

ls
 m

ay
 n

ot
 a

gr
ee

 d
ue

 to
 ro

un
di

ng
.

N
ot

es
:

1.
B

rit
is

h 
C

ol
um

bi
a 

da
ta

 c
om

e 
fr

om
 n

ot
e 

7 
of

 th
e 

ye
ar

 2
00

0 
Fi

na
nc

ia
l R

ep
or

t.
2.

A
lb

er
ta

 d
at

a 
co

m
e 

fr
om

 n
ot

e 
9 

of
 th

e 
ye

ar
 2

00
0 

Fi
na

nc
ia

l R
ep

or
t.

3.
Sa

sk
at

ch
ew

an
 d

at
a 

co
m

e 
fr

om
 n

ot
e 

7 
of

 th
e 

ye
ar

 2
00

0 
Fi

na
nc

ia
l R

ep
or

t.
4.

M
an

ito
ba

 d
at

a 
co

m
e 

fr
om

 n
ot

e 
10

 o
f t

he
 y

ea
r 2

00
0 

Fi
na

nc
ia

l R
ep

or
t.

5.
O

nt
ar

io
 d

at
a 

co
m

e 
fr

om
 n

ot
e 

7 
of

 th
e 

ye
ar

 2
00

0 
Fi

na
nc

ia
l R

ep
or

t.
6.

Q
ue

be
c 

da
ta

 c
om

e 
fr

om
 T

ab
le

 6
 o

f t
he

 R
ap

po
rt 

d’
ac

tiv
ité

 2
00

0.
 Q

ue
be

c 
us

es
 d

iff
er

en
t c

at
eg

or
ie

s f
or

 "
be

ne
fit

s p
ai

d"
 a

nd
 d

oe
s n

ot
 h

av
e 

a 
br

ea
kd

ow
n 

by
 sh

or
t- 

an
d 

lo
ng

-te
rm

 d
is

ab
ili

ty
. A

s a
 re

su
lt,

 
Q

ue
be

c's
 re

po
rte

d 
re

su
lts

 w
er

e 
ap

po
rti

on
ed

 to
 th

e 
ta

bl
e 

ca
te

go
rie

s w
he

re
 p

os
si

bl
e.

 F
or

 e
xa

m
pl

e,
 b

od
ily

 in
ju

ry
 a

nd
 p

er
m

an
en

t d
is

ab
ili

ty
 b

en
ef

its
 w

er
e 

pl
ac

ed
 u

nd
er

 lo
ng

-te
rm

 d
is

ab
ili

ty
. 

D
ea

th
 b

en
ef

its
 w

er
e 

pl
ac

ed
 u

nd
er

 su
rv

iv
or

 b
en

ef
its

. I
nc

om
e 

re
pl

ac
em

en
t c

ou
ld

 n
ot

 b
e 

ap
po

rti
on

ed
 a

nd
 th

er
ef

or
e 

w
as

 p
ul

le
d 

ou
t a

s a
 se

pa
ra

te
 c

at
eg

or
y 

w
ith

in
 th

e 
ta

bl
e.

 
7.

N
ew

 B
ru

ns
w

ic
k 

da
ta

 c
om

e 
fr

om
 n

ot
e 

7 
of

 th
e 

ye
ar

 2
00

0 
Fi

na
nc

ia
l R

ep
or

t.
8.

N
ov

a 
Sc

ot
ia

 d
at

a 
co

m
e 

fr
om

 n
ot

e 
10

 o
f t

he
 y

ea
r 2

00
0 

Fi
na

nc
ia

l R
ep

or
t.

9.
PE

I d
at

a 
co

m
e 

fr
om

 n
ot

e 
7 

an
d 

no
te

 1
1 

of
 th

e 
ye

ar
 2

00
0 

Fi
na

nc
ia

l R
ep

or
t.

10
.N

ew
fo

un
dl

an
d 

da
ta

 c
om

e 
fr

om
 n

ot
e 

9 
of

 th
e 

ye
ar

 2
00

0 
Fi

na
nc

ia
l R

ep
or

t. 
 

11
.A

ve
ra

ge
 p

re
m

iu
m

 ra
te

 a
nd

 p
er

 c
en

t o
f w

or
kf

or
ce

 c
ov

er
ed

 (A
W

C
B

C
) a

re
 ta

ke
n 

fr
om

 th
e 

A
W

C
B

C
 K

ey
 S

ta
tis

tic
al

 M
ea

su
re

s –
20

00
.

12
.P

ro
vi

nc
ia

l 2
00

0 
em

pl
oy

m
en

t i
s p

ro
vi

de
d 

by
 S

ta
tis

tic
s C

an
ad

a 
an

d 
re

pr
es

en
ts

 a
nn

ua
l a

ve
ra

ge
 n

um
be

r o
f e

m
pl

oy
ed

 w
or

ke
rs

 a
ge

 1
5 

ye
ar

s a
nd

 o
ve

r. 
Th

is
 d

at
a 

is
 ta

ke
n 

fr
om

 th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
C

A
N

SI
M

 II
 se

rie
s:

 B
C

 –
 V

16
68

32
; A

lta
 –

 V
16

65
47

; S
as

k 
– 

V
16

62
62

; M
an

 –
 V

16
59

77
; O

nt
 –

 V
16

56
92

; Q
ue

 –
 V

16
55

40
7;

 N
B

 –
 V

16
51

22
; N

S 
– 

V
16

48
37

; 
PE

I –
 V

16
48

37
;  

N
fld

 –
 V

16
45

52
.

13
.A

lte
rn

at
iv

e 
es

tim
at

es
 o

f t
he

 p
er

 c
en

t o
f w

or
kf

or
ce

 c
ov

er
ed

 a
re

 a
va

ila
bl

e 
in

 S
ul

liv
an

 T
, S

in
cl

ai
r S

, A
lli

ng
ha

m
 R

.  
H

ea
lth

, s
af

et
y 

an
d 

in
ju

rie
s i

n 
C

an
ad

a.
  P

re
se

nt
at

io
n 

to
 th

e 
M

el
bo

ur
ne

 In
vi

ta
tio

na
l

 S
em

in
ar

, M
el

bo
ur

ne
 A

us
tra

lia
, M

ar
ch

 1
3-

14
, 2

00
1.


